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seen why he believed it best to attack Spain there. A
letter written to him by Ralph Lane from Virginia
echoes his own views upon this topic. The governor of
the new plantation strongly urged him to head a force
against what Greville called "that rich and desert West
Indian mine." Passing by the islands of St. John and
Hispaniola, Lane had observed their weakness. " How
greatly a small force would garboil him here, when two
of his most richest and strongest islands took such
alarms of us, not only landing, but dwelling upon them,
with only a hundred and twenty men, I refer it to your
judgment.3' Sidney, moreover, had grown to distrust
Burleigh's government of England. " Nature," says
Greville, "guiding his eyes first to his native country,
he found greatness of worth and place counterpoised
there by the arts of power and favour. The stirring
spirits sent abroad as fuel, to keep the flame far off;
and the effeminate made judges of dangers which they
fear, and honour which they understand not." He saw
" how the idle-censuring faction at home had won ground
of the active adventurers abroad;" he perceived the
queen's " governors to sit at home in their soft chairs,
playing fast and loose with them that ventured their
lives abroad." All these considerations put together
made him more than lukewarm about the Netherlands
campaign and less than eager to take office under so
egotistical an administration. It was his cherished
scheme to join in some private enterprise, the object of
which should be the enfeeblement of Spain and the
strengthening of England beyond the Atlantic.

The thoughts which occupied his mind took definite
shape in the summer of 1585.    "The next step whichworks to Sidney's memory.ould only iind, m our tiute, n
